
C H R I S  B R A Y  P H O T O G R A P H Y

GALAPAGOS
AMAZON AND HUMMINGBIRDS



Unbelievable two week tour starting off with the 
very best of the Galapagos including giant tortoises, 
tropicbirds, nesting frigatebirds, boobies, penguins, 
crabs, iguanas and snorkelling with playful sea lions 
and turtles on board our luxury private cruise ship, 
the Alya. Next, a canoe trip into the Amazon to the 
renowned Sacha Lodge to photograph monkeys, 
toucans, macaw parrots, frogs, caimans and more. 
We then finish with two exclusive lodges overlooking 
the primary cloud-forest of the Andes, buzzing with 
dozens of hummingbird species and other wildlife. 
Improve your photography with professional help 
and the best local guides on this unforgettable 
experience!

Please check the website for up to date
information on price, hosts, dates and
inclusions.

Highlights

• Photograph the giants of the Galapagos - the ancient tortoises.
• 5 nights on board our luxury, private catamaran The Alya.
• 3 nights in the luxury Sacha lodge, nestled in the Amazon forest.
• Canoe trips into the world-famous Amazon Basin - photographing 

monkeys, caimans and parrots (even macaws) coming down to a 
clay-lick!

• Snorkelling with playful sea lions and huge sea turtles.
• Photograph dozens of species of hummingbirds in flight as they 

surround your lodge in the Andes Cloud Forest.
• Night walks and canoe trips in the Amazon rainforest to 

photograph frogs arantulas, caimans and giant insects.
• Walking above the Amazon rainforest canopy looking for toucans, 

sloths and more, on a towering sky-bridge.
• Photographing nesting frigatebirds on North Seymour Island, 

puffing out their brilliant red throat pouches.

The Best of Galapagos, Amazon and 
Hummingbirds
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GALAPAGOS TOUR



Want to brush up on your photography skills before we go? 

The fastest way to get off ‘Auto’ and unlock the creative potential of your camera.

http://www.chrisbrayphotography.com/courses/

Online photography course videos
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After breakfast at the hotel, we’ll be transferred to Quito airport in Ecuador 

where we’ll board our flight to Galapagos - landing at Baltra Airport - our 

point of entry into the amazing Galapagos Archipelago!

We’ll be welcomed on board our luxurious motor vessel for the week, 

the ‘Alya’, which is THE most comfortable and luxurious catamaran in 

the Galapagos Islands, complete with Jacuzzi, bar, sundeck, huge lounge 

amazing cabins. It’s perfect for a group of our size and even has a bit of 

spare room onboard so we can spread out. After a delicious lunch, we’ll 

cruise to our first amazing location: North Seymour island! This island is 

famous for its large nesting population of Frigatebirds and Blue-footed 

boobies. The magnificent Frigatebird is known as the ‘pirate of the skies’ 

because of its infamous technique of harassing other birds returning 

from a day’s fishing until they drop their catch in mid-air, whereupon the 

frigatebird skilfully swoops in and grabs the free meal before it even hits 

the water! Some will be flying right close to us putting on aerobic displays 

(which will be a photographic challenge!), and others will be collecting 

sticks for their nests. The real beauty of these birds is captured when 

the males puff out their brilliant red throat pouches to impress potential 

mates. They’ll be nesting there right in front of us, rattling their bills, and 

posing for the perfect shot! The island is also home to nesting Blue-footed 

boobies, so watch where you walk - they are likely standing right next to 

you, and we may see a sea lion or two as well! We’ll also aim to fit in a 

snorkel here as it’s a great location for everything from turtles to sea lions 

and (if we’re lucky) maybe even reef sharks!

Once the evening lighting’s all done, we’ll enjoy a lovely dinner onboard 

and settle in for a good sleep as the ship sneaks off to our next location!

ITINERARY

Day 2  - to North Seymour, Galapagos:

Day 4 - San Cristobal & Lobos Islands: 
This morning we’ll do a bit of learning ashore at the Gianni Arismendy 

Interpretation Center, on the main island of San Cristobal, before heading 

on to Lobos Island, which actually means Sea Lion Island! This appropriately 

named island is busy with noisy, frolicking, jolly sea lions who will welcome 

you to their home with open flippers. This island also offers great snorkeling 

opportunities as well as the chance to see Blue-footed and Nazca Boobies. 

Another unforgettable day in paradise!

Today we’ll explore two great locations at Española Island, another of the 

oldest islands in the Galapagos Archipelago. This morning we’ll start with 

Gardner Bay, on the eastern side of the island, is the breeding site of nearly 

all of the world´s 12,000 pairs of Waved Albatrosses. It has an ample white 

sandy beach with a myriad of sea lions, perfect for photos. Its rocky shores 

make this site a great place for snorkelling too.

After another hearty lunch onboard, we’ll disembark at Punta Suarez, a rocky 

part of the island known for being one of the most impressive and varied

Day 5 - Española Island:

Day 3 - South Plaza & Santa Fe: 
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Our Galapagos, Amazon and Hummingbird tour starts in the evening 

when we meet at the Le Parc Hotel in Quito for welcome drinks (on us) 

and a quick photography crash course. We’ll eat together at the hotel 

restaurant, enjoying some fine Ecuadorian cuisine before retiring in 

preparation for tomorrow’s Galapagos adventure to begin. Don’t forget 

to set your camera batteries on charge and format your memory cards!

Day 1  - Arrival in Quito

This morning we’ll explore the magic of South Plazas, which makes up for 

it’s small size by being just brim-full of wildlife and stunning landscapes! 

This cactus-covered lava island is home to some of the most outstanding 

species of the region, including one of the largest sea lion colonies. The 

many land iguanas here are smaller than their relatives found elsewhere and 

several hybrids can also be found - a cross between a male marine iguana 

and a female land iguana. Frigatebirds, Brown pelicans, Tropicbirds and 

Shearwaters nest in the cliffs and always provide great photo opportunities 

as they soar along the cliffs.

After another incredible 3 course lunch back onboard we’ll move on to the 

nearby Santa Fe island, a mostly flat island due to its formation by uplift rather 

than volcanic eruption and possibly the oldest island in the Archipelago. It’s 

also home to a number of endemic species including the Galapagos Hawk 

and the two species of land iguana found in the Galapagos. We’ll disembark 

on the island and get the chance to photograph one of the many sea lion 

colonies present and land iguanas, and also get a chance to hop into kayaks 

or snorkel to play with sea lions just off the beach. Make sure you bring your 

GoPro or underwater camera! This is one of the most amazing days!



Another day, another incredible island. This time, Floreana Island! Our day begins with an early buffet breakie before hopping in the zodiaks and landing 

ashore at Punta Cormorant. This location is known for its Flamingo Lagoon, one of the largest and best in the Galapagos Islands. The lagoon is also home 

to various species of shorebirds such as stilts, white-checked pintail ducks and a variety of migratory birds. Keep an eye out for blue footed boobies too! 

The ‘Green Beach’ is also extraordinary, coloured by its large percentage of olivine crystals in the sand, a contrast from ‘Flour Sand Beach’ which is made 

up of coral fragments. Hopefully we can fit in a snorkel too! After lunch back on board, we’ll explore the highlands of Floreana, spotting the medium tree 

finch and others. As the sun starts to set, we’ll hop back in the zodiaks and try to spot the Galapagos penguin as it returns home for the evening. We’ll 

then do like we always do: relax with drinks and a 3 course dinner on board our ship’s expansive outdoor entertaining area.

Last but not least, it’s time for some Giant Tortoises! We’ll head ashore at Puerto Ayora and 

drive up into the deep, lush green highlands into a national park famous for its giant tortoises! 

They’ll be roaming around everywhere and we’ll give you plenty of time to photograph them 

up close in their natural environment before exploring lava tunnels and if we have time, some 

huge  sink holes! Back onboard we’ll enjoy one final gourmet lunch, toasting what has been an 

amazing time in the Galapagos islands, before returning to Baltra Airport and flying back to the 

Ecuadorian mainland. Our 2-hour flight will land in Quito, where we’ll head back to the Le Parc 

Hotel again, for a stopover tonight before heading to the incredible Amazon Basin tomorrow 

for the next stage in this adventure!

Day 6 - Floreana Island:

Day 7 - Santa Cruz Island to Quito:

After a 30 min flight over the Andes Mountains to Coca, we’ll be landing in the world-famous Amazon Basin - the place of legends and a location on every 

photographer’s (and adventurer’s) bucket-list. The lodge staff will meet us at the airport, and after a quick bite to eat in Coca, we’ll climb aboard our private 

motorised canoe to ride 2 hours through the mighty Amazon to the world-renowned Sacha Lodge. Keep your cameras handy as it’s possible to spot any 

number of bird species including terns, plovers, blackbirds, swallows, martins and herons once we’ve stopped. After a 30 min walk through the rainforest 

to Lake Pilchicocha (keep an eye out for monkeys and birds on the way), more staff will meet us and paddle us across to Sacha Lodge. This afternoon our 

guides will take us on a private canoe tour around the lake, spotting an amazing variety of colourful birds, before we make our way to the restaurant and 

watch the sunset over the water, pinching ourselves when we realise that tomorrow we’ll be exploring the Amazon rainforest!

Day 8 - Amazon:
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colonies of sea birds in the Galapagos. With marine iguanas sneezing out salt, and baby sealions playing on the sand, there is so much to photograph! 

Making our way along the tracks, we will photograph and blue-footed boobies, Galapagos doves, red-billed tropicbirds, mocking birds, swallowed-tailed 

gulls and most importantly, the critically endangered waved albatross as they greet their life partners with incredible courtship displays and lumber into 

the air around us. This island also has its own species of animals such as the Española mockingbird, which has a longer and more curved beak than 

the one of the central islands and the Española lava lizard. High cliffs rise from the sea giving us spectacular views of soaring sea birds in flight, and an 

impressive blow hole! So much to photograph before finally relaxing and downloading your images back onboard, ready for another wonderful meal!



You’ll come to realise that most of the activity in the Amazon happens early 

in the morning or later in the afternoon. Between the hours of 11am and 

3pm is known as “dead time” where animal activity and sightings dwindle 

as do our comfort levels in the hot and humid climate. Consequently, we’ll 

begin our days here early to make the most of them! After an early buffet 

breakfast we’ll be heading for the 36m high and 275m long suspended 

‘Canopy walkway’ for spectacular views of the rainforest and to spot the 

many different bird species. When the day heats up we’ll return to the 

lodge for a refreshing dip in the lake, or a relaxing nap in your personal 

hammock on your private balcony. The afternoon will see us head out 

on a silent canoe ride through the flooded Amazonia forest, where we’ll 

have a good chance of seeing squirrel, capuchin and howler monkeys - 

all the while keeping our eyes peeled for the shy and elusive river otter 

and the very well camouflaged three-toed sloth! After our canoe ride we’ll 

arrive at Sacha’s 135-foot wooden tower built around an ancient Kapok 

tree which we can climb and watch the sunset with an amazing view of the 

volcano, Mount Sumaco, and off to the distant snow covered peaks of the 

Andes! Leaving the tower after sunset, we’ll hop back in our canoes and 

slip silently back through the flooded forest at night, surrounded by the 

sounds of frogs, bats and other night-life - an unforgettable experience in 

itself - arriving back at the lodge in time for dinner. After dinner we’ll hop 

back into the canoes for a night paddle around the lake, spotting caiman 

with our head torches. Keep an eye out for that characteristic eyeshine!

Day 9 - Amazon: 

Day 10 - Amazon:

Day 11 - Amazon - Quito:

Day 12 - Hummingbirds:

Another early start today for our short motorised canoe trip down 

the Napo River to visit a parrot lick - an exposed clay riverbank where 

brightly coloured parrots of several different species gather in the early 

morning. In ideal conditions (dry & sunny) hundreds of parrots will 

perch and eat the exposed clay in a spectacular show of sound and 

colour. Venturing into the jungle, we’ll then head towards a second clay 

lick and wait patiently in the hide, cameras at the ready, for the brightly 

coloured macaws to descend right in front of us. It really is an amazing 

photographic opportunity! After we’ve filled our memory cards, we’ll head 

back to the lodge in the late afternoon in time for our last dinner in the 

Amazon rainforest!

You guessed it, another early departure this morning as we head back to 

our canoes for the two-hour ride back to the airport for our flight back to 

Quito. Once arrived, we’ll board our private transfer to another San Jorge 

Eco-Lodge, this time the de Tandayapa Hummingbird Sanctuary, for the 

next part of the tour (and our personal favourite) - Hummingbirds in the 

cloud forests of the Andes! Arriving late in the afternoon, we’ll enjoy welcome 

drinks and authentic Ecuadorian quisine before charging our cameras in 

preparation for hummingbirds in the morning!

The San Jorge de Tandayapa Hummingbird Sanctuary is a 150-acre property 

on the edge of the pristine cloud forest in the foothills of the mighty Andes 

mountain range. This property boasts the world record for the most 

hummingbird species recorded in one year (43 species)! There are a number 

of well-kept walking trails that snake along the side of the Tandayapa Valley 

through the ancient forest, and we’ll be guided by local naturalists to help 

us spot and identify the different bird species as well as other flora and 

fauna. For the less adventurous in the group, you’re welcome to stay at 

the open-air Hummingbird Restaurant that is surrounded by super active 

hummingbird and tanager feeders. This spot provides superb photography 

opportunities to catch the hummingbirds hovering at the feeders (just out 

of shot), or sitting on a branch with their iridescent feathers reflecting in 

the sunshine and we’ll all fill some memory cards here for sure! It’s just 

magical and you won’t want to leave, I assure you. Leave we must though, 

as it just gets better. After lunch at the restaurant, we drive onwards to the 

San Jorge de Milpe Orchid & Bird Reserve in the Upper Tropical Rainforest, 

where we’ll be basing ourselves for the next two nights. After arriving late in 

the afternoon some of you may want to relax and unwind in your spacious 

bamboo suite, with two hammocks on the balcony commanding magnificent 

views over the pristine rainforest Milpe is known for. For those of you who 

can’t get enough of photographing the beautifully bright birds, you can make 

your way to the main dining area - a three-story bamboo complex with a 

classy restaurant on the first floor, bar on the second and a 50ft observation 

deck above the treetops on the third. From here you’ll be able to set yourself 

up and photograph a huge variety of birds that might include parakeets, 

toucans, woodpeckers, barbets & tanegers. After dinner tonight we’ll be 

taken on a guided night walk to see if we can spot the Crested or Mottled 

Owl, and hopefully some of the amazing nocturnal mammals that frequent 

the area like the Tayra.
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San Jorge de Milpe Reserve has over 450 species of birds, as well as wild orchids, butterflies, moths, plants, reptiles and mammals - the photographic 

opportunities here are endless. So you’ll be so pleased to know we’ve planned to stay a full day here. After breakfast and photographing hummingbirds 

hovering around flowers and feeders for the perfect shot, we’ll be taken on a walk through the rainforest. Don’t forget your macro and wide-angle lens 

for this walk! The rainforest is simply stunning, sprouting lush green ferns, mosses, intricately patterned orchids and towering old trees. Depending how 

many things we photograph on the way, we may even make it to one of the 11 waterfalls on the reserve. While our chances are probably negligible, the 

guide has had an amazing experience with a black panther (black puma) here, so always keep looking. We’ll have lunch overlooking an incredible valley 

vista before another afternoon walk through the forest. Keep an eye out for elusive toucans! Again, for the less adventurous in the group there’s always 

plenty of activity at the bird feeders in the restaurant where you’ll be welcome all day, or feel free to wander the local jungle paths yourself.

Ok guys, you deserve a bit of a break, so we’ll let you sleep in for a leisurely 

start. Enjoy the tranquillity of the rainforest this morning, sit by the bird 

feeders outside the restaurant one last time, or revisit one of the walks we 

did yesterday. We won’t be leaving Milpe until after lunch so you can be as 

active or as sloth-like as you wish! We’ll be transiting back to your Quito home 

again tonight - the Le Parc Hotel - where we’ll have one last celebratory dinner 

to remember all the remarkable things we have seen. It’s been an absolutely 

amazing program, and I bet you’ll have to keep looking back at the photos 

again and again to prove to yourself that it was real!

Day 13 - Hummingbirds:

Day 14 - Hummingbirds:

That’s it folks! After a final breakfast this morning, today we’ll be offering transfers to Quito Airport, from where you can jet back to the reality of your busy 

lives back home, attend to that flood of emails building up in our inbox and get ready to return to work. Make sure to print some of your best shots for 

your wall so you can remember, forever, two of the most exciting weeks of your life!!!

Day 15 - Quito:
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ABOUT ECUADOR

Ecuador is about 3.6 per cent the size of Australia, yet it is so remarkably diverse, with 

over 1,600 species of birds (38 species endemic to the Galapagos) – almost double 

our national species tally – this South American nation boasts an amazing 20 per 

cent of the world’s total species. According to Conservation International, Ecuador 

is one of the seventeen ‘mega diverse countries’ in the world as it has the most 

biodiversity per square kilometre of any nation. In addition to this there are 16,000 

species of plants, 106 endemic reptiles, 138 endemic amphibians and 6,000 species 

of butterfly.

About Ecuador
The Galápágos Islands are an archipelago of volcanic islands 

distributed around the equator in the Pacific Ocean, 972 km 

(525 nmi) west of continental Ecuador, of which they are a part. 

The Galápagos Islands and its surrounding waters form an 

Ecuadorian province, a national park and a biological marine 

reserve. Home to the world’s rarest animals, Galapagos really 

is a stunning island paradise, bursting with the same impossible 

abundance of wildlife that first got Sir Charles Darwin pondering 

on his theory of evolution by natural selection in the 1830’s.

The Galapagos

Hummingbird Rainforest

Amazon Rainforest

Located just two hours out of Quito on the foot of the Andean 

mountain range in Ecuador is one of the most biologically 

diverse forests in the world. Its damp environment creates a very 

special ecosystem that nourishes trees and plants and attracts 

an amazing variety of birds.

The Amazon represents over half of the planet’s remaining 

rainforests and comprises the largest and most diverse tract 

of tropical rainforest in the world, with an estimated 390 billion 

individual trees divided into 16,000 species. 

The rainforest has unparalleled biodiversity. One in ten known 

species in the world lives in the Amazon Rainforest. This 

constitutes the largest collection of living plant and animal 

species in the world. The region is home to about 2.5million 

insect species, tens of thousands of mammal species and at 

least 40,000 plant species.
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Area of Ecuador: 283,560 km²

Average temp in Summer months: 21OC to 27oC

Time Zone: Ecuador is in the Eastern time zone (GMT-5) and 

the Galapagos Islands GMT-6, that makes it 16 hours behind 

AEDT

Currency: US Dollar

Electricity: 240V AC

Galapagos: The average temperature is between 21 – 27 degrees Celsius, and 

although it’s mostly sunny with clear blue skies, it’s not uncommon to experience 

early morning or afternoon mist/rain. Despite being on the equator Galapagos 

is not humid. 

Hummingbird Rainforest: Temperatures can range from about 16 – 30 degrees 

Celsius. On sunny days the climate can be quite humid and it very often rains in 

the afternoons. Early mornings can still be quite cold. 

Amazon: The average temperature is around 28 degrees Celsius and, not 

surprisingly, the Amazon experiences very high humidity. It can often rain in the 

afternoons so the nights tend to get a little cooler.  

In general, crime is not a problem at all in the Galapagos Islands, Hummingbird 

Rainforests or the Amazon so there is little to be concerned about. Pre and 

post trip, you’ll need to take care when travelling in the main cities of Ecuador, 

especially in busy places like markets. Watch your camera very carefully, and 

always have it strapped around you. Don’t take chances – we have had a small 

compact camera stolen from a zipped jacket pocket!

Ecuadorian plumbing has very low pressure, and putting toilet paper 

into the bowl is a serious no-no. Always put your used toilet paper 

into the basket / bin provided (it’s always better than a clogged and 

overflowing toilet!) These bins will be changed daily. 

Ecuador’s capital Quito has an altitude of around 9,000 feet (3,000m.)  

For some travellers this can result in altitude sickness. We recommend 

you consult your doctor if you are worried about this or normally 

affected by altitude, who can prescribe you with altitude sickness 

medication. Otherwise, if you experience any ill effects make sure to 

have plenty of water, rest & some aspirin.  We spend a total of three 

separate nights in Quito and you’ll likely feel the effects most when we 

fly in from sea-level - Galapagos. 

Climate

Safety

Toilets

High altitude in Quito
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Tipping

The currency in Ecuador is US dollar. We recommend that you bring 

cash dollars with you to Ecuador as changing traveller’s cheques or other 

currencies upon arrival is not easy. 

Galapagos: Cash only 

San Jorge Quito: Accepts credit card 

San Jorge Milpe: Cash only 

Sasha Lodge, Amazon: Accepts credit cards.  

Don’t forget to let your bank know that you will be overseas for two weeks. 

If your bank is unaware that you’re in Ecuador they might suspend your 

credit card the first time you try to use it, making it very hard to get any 

money out at all.

Spanish is the national language of Ecuador however most people who 

work in the tourism industry will speak English, as do our guides. Even 

still, you may enjoy bringing a small pocket phrase book to learn some 

local words. 

Here are some common words and phrases to get you started:

Thank you = Gracias 

Yes = Si

No = No

Hello = Hola

Please = Por favour

Money

Language

It is customary (and expected) to give tips to staff when travelling in Ecuador, 

and many of the locals providing you with services depend on such tips to 

form part of their wage. However, to save you the hassle of having to worry 

about tips during the trip, we have included your tips in the price of the 

tour and we will pass these onto the crew, staff and expert guides on your 

behalf. The total tips per person for the entire tour comes to a total of $200 

USD based on the tipping guide below.

Tipping guide:

Galapagos boat crew: $30 total

Galapagos guide: $50 total

Hummingbird Guide: $40 total 

Quito Lodge: $40 total 

Amazon Guide: $40 total

TOTAL: $200 USD per person

Of course, if you love the service at a particular lodge, or someone has 

gone above and beyond for you, you are most welcome to make an extra 

tip in addition to those we are making on your behalf - but we’ll leave this 

up to you.
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Wifi access
As you can understand, due to the nature of this tour visiting remote 

areas, internet access is limited. You will have free, fast wifi at the Le 

Parc Hotel in Quito (first, middle and end of the tour), however there is 

no internet access on board our ship in the Galapagos. Wifi is available 

at Sacha Lodge in the Amazon for an extra fee, however it is a little slow. 

There is no wifi access available at San Jorge Eco Lodges in Tandayapa 

and Milpe (Hummingbirds). In short, be prepared to leave work at home 

and enjoy the rare luxury of being (somewhat) unplugged!



As far as mobile reception goes – if you really need to be contactable 

by phone the best option is to set your mobile up for global roaming 

before you depart. To do this simply call your mobile service provider 

and ask them to enable this before you leave your home country. It can 

be expensive to make & receive calls though! Just keep in mind that not 

all mobile phone providers will have coverage in Ecuador.  You may only 

receive phone reception in the major cities that we visit, like Quito, so 

it might not be a bad idea to re-record your voice-mail message before 

you go so that if anyone does try to contact you, they’ll know you’re busy 

having fun in Ecuador! To avoid substantial data roaming fees, it’s probably 

also a good idea to turn ‘data’ off on your phone when overseas.

There will be electricity to recharge your cameras, laptops etc. each 

day. The mains power plug is the ‘US / Canadian’ style so you’ll need an 

adaptor. The general routine will be that once we get back from a day’s 

photographing you will want to download your new photographs and 

then put your laptop and camera on charge before dinner. To make this 

a quicker process we suggest bringing a power board that has a surge 

protector so you can charge all of your electronics at the same time. 

Surge protectors are a very good idea when travelling overseas. While 

we’ve not had any bad experiences in Galapagos or Ecuador, a blackout 

would not be surprising, and so using a surge protector when charging 

things like a laptop will help prevent any electricity spikes damaging your 

electronics. 

Mobile phone reception

Smoking

Electricity and Power

While we don’t ban smoking on our tours, we generally encourage guests 

not to smoke on tour if possible. Many places we visit will have smoking 

bans in place anyway. If you do choose to smoke while on tour, we just 

ask that you be mindful of your fellow tour guests by smoking discreetly in 

designated smoking areas away from the group, communal dining areas 

and accommodation rooms (particularly if sharing a room with someone 

else on the tour). You’ll need to ask the managers of the lodges where 

the designated smoking areas are located. Some of our past tour guests 

have actually decided to use our tour as an opportunity to cut back on 

their smoking habit or quit altogether and have seen lasting results upon 

returning home. Why not give it a shot!? We’ll be cheering you on from the 

sidelines.

CHRIS BRAY PHOTOGRAPHY | GALAPAGOS 10

Don’t drink tap water
Just to be safe, it’s best not to drink the tap water in Ecuador – even in 

hotels. Only drink bottled or filtered water, which will be provided on the 

boat and at all the lodges. We intentionally request that you bring a re-

usable water bottle to fill with fresh water from the lodge common areas, 

rather than drinking the bottled water in your rooms. If we all do this, 

together we’ll save 210 waterbottles on the from entering landfill!



GETTING 
ORGANISED
Before you go
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Join the facebook group!
This group is for those who’ve been on (or are about to go on) 

a Chris Bray Photography Tour. This is a space to e-meet fellow 

travellers, ask questions of veteran travellers and generally get 

excited (or reminisce) about the trip of a lifetime! You must be 

booked in to join (or to contribute), but feel free to check it out 

and read what people have said.

Chris Bray Photography voyager club

The price INCLUDES domestic flights from Quito to and from the Galapagos, 

and from Quito to and from the Amazon. The price does NOT INCLUDE flights 

from your hometown to Quito, nor your return flight back home. However, we 

have our own travel agent who is more than happy to help answer all your 

questions and help you find and book the best flights, travel insurance etc. Just 

let us know if you’d like us to put you in touch with them. We recommend flying 

in at least the day before the tour, to give you a chance to break jet lag and 

adjust tobe fresh before the tour. We recommend you stay at the Le Parc Hotel 

before the tour, as this is where our tour begins.

Flights

Amazon Rainforest and Hummingbird Lodges: For the second half of the tour your check-in bags must weigh no more than 15kg. We have organised to 

stay at San Jorge Eco-Lodge in Quito before and after our trip to the Amazon Rainforest and Hummingbird Lodges for the second half of the trip. This 

will allow us to leave any excess luggage at the lodge. Make sure you have a spare bag to leave your excess luggage in!  On your arrival to Sacha Lodge 

(Amazon) please make sure to have insect repellent, sun protection, camera and raincoat in your carry on hand luggage. 

If some of you need to lighten your luggage before travelling to the Galapagos we can arrange the staff at Le Parc hotel in Quito to hold some of your 

luggage while youre travelling, as we’ll be back at Le Parc in the middle and end of the tour. They request that the luggage be stored in a bag with a lock. 

Please let us know if you’ll require this service so we can arrange this for you.

Ecuador now requires all tourists to obtain travel insurance, with health insurance cover. Proof of this must be carried for entry into Ecuador, and 

you may be asked by immigration upon entry for this proof. Also, Chris Bray Photography will not be liable for any damage to your camera gear or 

equipment, nor your personal health or wellbeing. You MUST obtain your own travel insurance for this reason, and we recommend that you organise 

this insurance as soon as you have paid the initial deposit on the tour. This insurance should cover you against any damage to your property (camera 

gear) or any financial loss due to an unexpected cancellation (see our payment Terms & Conditions). Our travel agent is very willing and able to help 

secure you the best deal here. Just contact us if you’d like us to put you in touch with them. Once you’ve organised your insurance, please email a copy 

of your policy through to Tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com 

Travel insurance

CHRIS BRAY PHOTOGRAPHY | GALAPAGOS 12

Luggage restrictions
Galapagos restrictions: The airline that we fly to the Galapagos Islands (and 

back) have a strict 23kg check-in baggage limit. With carry-on luggage, you are 

allowed two bags, one weighing up to 10kg and a secondary smaller bag (like a 

woman’s purse or laptop bag) that is not included in the 10kg weight limit. They 

very rarely weigh carry-on bags, but be prepared to put various lenses in your 

pockets and cameras around our necks if they do start weighing them! =) 

Apparently the general rule should be that (as much as possible), bring all your 

important stuff with you as carry-on luggage (this includes camera chargers 

etc. – anything that would ruin your tour completely if your main baggage was 

delayed. This is unlikely of course, but it provides peace of mind if you carry your 

genuine ‘essentials’ with you).



Airport transfers and pre-tour accommodation

Entry into Ecuador and the Galapagos

The photo tour starts in the evening at Le Parc Hotel Quito. Airport 

transfers from Quito Airport (UIO) to the Le Parc Hotel before the tour 

are not included. We can arrange this for you with our operators for $100 

USD per person. Just let us know! 

If you’re arriving a day or so early, we recommend you stay at the Le Parc 

Hotel before the tour begins (the first night of the tour, at Le Parc, is 

included). We can arrange extra days pre-tour at Le Parc Hotel for you 

with our operators, or you’re welcome to book this yourself online. We 

recommend booking early, as rooms do sell out well in advance.

Airport transfers from Le Parc hotel to Quito Airport are included only on 

the last day of the tour. You will need to let us know your flight details so 

we can make the necessary arrangements.

Ecuador typically welcomes tourists & travellers from every country. 

Citizens travelling to Ecuador for tourism, business, studies do not 

require a visa unless they expect to stay in Ecuador for more than 90 

days in one calendar year.

Generally (covid-19 pending) entry requirements are:

Valid passport for more than 6 months and unused pages to stamp

Return ticket (for air, land or sea travel)

Proof of economic means to support yourself during your stay in 

Ecuador (may be asked by Immigration authorities)

Proof of travel insurance (health insurance).

Medical Information

In case of Emergency

We have an online ‘Voyager Portal’ so our tour guests can log into a 

unique, personal profile and upload any necessary details such as 

allergies, dietary requirements and medication being taken. We will 

provide you with your personal login upon booking. It’s not that we care 

what medication you take, but if you are involved in an accident and end 

up in hospital for some reason we will need this information on hand to 

give to the doctors. So please fill the medical form honestly and openly.

We always carry a satellite phone with us which will work from just 

about anywhere. We have both been trained in first aid and will carry an 

extensive first aid kit, although you must bring any personal medication 

which you may likely need.
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Pre-tour activities
If you’re flying in a couple of days early and looking to do an extra day 

activity before the tour, let us know and we can put you in touch with our 

operators to arrange some options for you.

COVID-19 Regulations
Currently (mid 2021) Ecuador requires proof of a recent negative 

COVID-19 test to enter the country, however this will change and guests

need to stay current with changing vaccine and entry requirements.



COVID-19 aside (see note on previous page), there are several nasties that you will want to be immunised against in Ecuador. Obviously Jess and I are not 

doctors and so it’s best to consult your doctor and work out what immunisations are best for you, however after doing some research and discussing 

with our doctor, below is a starting point:

Hepatitis A injection
(lasts a lifetime) definitely worth getting! Many of you may already have this.

Tetanus injection
is also worth getting (they last about 10 years so check when you last had a booster shot), and in Australia the tetanus shot is free and also contains a 

Diptheria immuniser in the single injection! 
Yay – less needles! Diphtheria & pertussis vaccines can be added to the tetanus vaccine. Because many adults no longer have immunity from childhood 

vaccination, travellers to less developed countries are advised to have a tetanus, diphtheria & pertussis booster.

Yellow Fever injection 
Australian Customs/Quarantine do require proof that you’ve been vaccinated before they welcome you home! You get a little yellow certificate that fits in 

your passport when you get this injection which you must bring with you. If you do not bring it, or if you are not immunised, Customs will still let you home, 

but you will be delayed while they explain to you how to report in should you develop symptoms. The injection lasts 10 years, costs about $55 and needs 

to be injected 2-3 weeks before you leave. The Y.F vaccine also seems to have the added bonus that it helps protect against melanoma skin cancers later 

in life – score! And just for the plane flights etc. it might not be a bad idea to have the latest influenza vaccine injection too – it’d be devastating if you were 

too sick to enjoy the experience just because you caught the flu on the way over!

What about Malaria?
Malaria is a serious concern when visiting the Amazon Basin, and we will be vigilant with using insect repellents etc. to prevent getting bitten by mozzies 

in the first place. It’s also worth noting that Dengue Fever (also carried by mozzies) has no vaccine so prevention is through use of insect repellent. It’s 

therefore important to stock-up on strong insect repellent. In addition to using these, we also strongly recommend taking anti-malaria tablets. There are 

several brands and types of anti-malaria tablets around, mainly Doxycycline, Malarone or Lariam. All need a prescription from your doctor to buy, so talk 

to them about which may be best for you. It seems that Doxycycline might be the pick – it’s cheaper and generally has less side-effects etc. It can make 

your skin more susceptible to the sun, and some people’s skin can get a bit dry or irritated, but it’s uncommon. Prescription is usually for one tablet each 

day (we’ll make a habit of all taking them together at breakfast to help remind each other!) and you’ll need to start taking them before arriving in Ecuador, 

and about a week or so after you return home, based on your doctor’s advice.

Immunisations
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The accommodation we’ve selected is high-end and pretty luxury. All hotels and the ship is thouroughly covid-cleaned between guests. Every hotel room 

has a private en-suite, there’s hot water, electricity and comfy beds! Most are nestled beautifully into the forest! We won’t be spending much time in our 

rooms, though - just to sleep! We have carefully selected our itinerary mainly to get you to the best photographic locations, with the best guides, at the best 

times! The Alya is considered a first class vessel, and we’re sure you’ll enjoy the luxury of this experience! Sacha Lodge in the Amazon is also world renown.

Accommodation arrangements vary for each location, however it is all twin-share. So, if you’re booking on your own then expect to share a room with 

someone else. If you’re booking as a couple then just let us know and we can organise a double bed, rather than two singles. For solo travellers we can’t 

guarantee that we’ll always be able to have you sharing with someone of the same sex - it depends on the gender split, but we do our best. You can request 

a single supplement (a room to yourself) just email us and we’ll let you know the extra costs. Keep in mind though that a) you’re only usually in your rooms 

to sleep as we fill your waking hours with plenty to do, and b) the couple of times we have had clients get rooms for themselves, they end up regretting it 

when they see the amazing friendships that form between other roomies.

Accommodation arrangements

The exact order of the itinerary may be shuffled around and tweaked due to weather, island control etc. but you can be rest assured that we’ll be working 

flat-out to get you to all the best places, for the best photos possible.

During the tour we will form our own private group - we will have our own guides, and all boat trips and transfers etc. will be exclusively ours.

To see a full day-to-day itinerary, head to our website. http://chrisbrayphotography.com/tours/galapagos_amazon_hummingbirds.php 

Level of fitness – medium+. This tour is not for the unfit or the infirm, those with 

poor balance or those who really struggle carrying camera bags around in the heat 

and humidity. You need to be able to get in and out of boats, walk to and from 

accommodation lodges and along rainforest trails. Some rooms in some lodges require 

walking up inclines, sometimes in high altitude. Reaching Sacha Lodge, for example, 

requires a 20 minute walk through the forest. Please email us if you are unsure. 

Itinerary information

Fitness level and physical ability

Sea Sickness
For the Galapagos part of the trip we charter a very seaworthy ship which is quite 

roomy with many places to relax. Anyone who suffers from seasickness should bring 

appropriate medication, but don’t let this deter you from the trip. If you’re at all 

concerned, just email us.
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The Galapagos boasts the best snorkelling in October/November, 

however it can still be a little on the cold side. Average water 

temperature is usually low 20’s (degrees Celcius), so we do 

recommend hiring a wetsuit on board ($30 for the cruise). Water 

clarity can fluctuate, and the snorkel sessions are often from zodiacs 

into cool, deep water with some current. There will (hopefully) be the 

opportunity to snorkel with sea lions and turtles - so bring a GoPro or 

similar - but don’t expect the water clarity (or warmth) of Christmas 

Island or the Great Barrier Reef. It is not ‘tropical’ snorkelling.

Snorkelling

CHRIS BRAY PHOTOGRAPHY | GALAPAGOS 16

Food and Drink
All meals are provided while on tour but beverages must be purchased at your own expense.

Drinks during the cruise in the Galapagos: Soft Drinks; $3, Beer; $4, Cocktails; $6-$12, House Wine by the glass:  $5, bottle, $30 (remember it’s a 5 night 

cruise and they only accept cash for settling your bill). We will try and stop at a bottle shop on the first evening where you’ll be able to purchase bottles of 

wine at a cheaper price than on board Galapagos Odyssey. Simply offer to pay $5 in corkage on the boat if you opt to do this.



WHAT TO PACK
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Considering we’ll be travelling around with our bags in boats, canoes, buses etc it’s always best to bring your non-camera gear (clothes etc) in a soft 

bag such as a duffle bag or backpack with wheels. We use and recommend the luggage brand ‘Osprey’ and these can be purchased online or instore 

at Paddy Pallin. Please don’t bring a suitcase or any kind of hard case. You need to be comfortable carrying your own luggage on and off boats to our 

accommodation – so pack light!

You will need some comfortable, lightweight ‘Safari clothes’ to allow for 

ease of mobility (to get down low for interesting shots, to climb in and out 

of boats etc). Pockets are useful for things like lens caps and lens cloths. 

Long-sleeves (and full-length pants) are especially recommended! Not 

only will they help keep the sun off in the Galapagos, they are necessary 

in the Amazon to deter insects. You’ll find that your main clothes will be a 

couple of lightweight, loose pairs of full-length safari pants or shorts, and 

similarly loose, breathable tops. Make sure to bring some longer socks to 

wear inside gumboots when in the Amazon too!

Don’t forget to bring a warm fleece, rain pants and a raincoat too. You 

might also want to bring something smart casual to wear for dinner on 

some nights when you’re sick of living in your safari gear and have enough 

time to change. Just remember though, we’re here to see things, not be 

seen, so don’t go overboard with the packing. =)

The rule of thumb ‘less is more’ definitely applies here! Think long and 

hard about what gear to take as you don’t want to be lugging too much 

stuff around! The small aircraft have limited storage capacity & there are 

luggage limits on the domestic flights.

And last but not least, don’t forget a hat! Make sure it’s a wide-brimmed 

hat – and ideally without too stiff a brim (and certainly not a peaked 

baseball cap) as these stiff brims get in the way when you try and hold 

your camera up to your face. A draw-cord on your hat is not a bad idea, as 

it can get a bit windy on the boats!

What kind of bags do I bring?

WashingClothing
Don’t worry you wont have to bring 14 shirts and 14 pairs of undies!!! 

You can do washing, or have it done, at the some of the places we go to. 

Please note, though, that there are no laundy facilities when on board 

the boat in the Galapagos (although you could do some hand washing 

if you want to) so you’ll need enough fresh clothes for 5 nights here and 

the night back in Quito mid-tour. Sacha Lodge (Amazon) will do your 

laundry for about $2 or $3 an item, as will San Jorge in Milpe (2 nights) 

for a similar rate. There is not enough time to do any laundry in Quito, so 

when re-packing your smaller bag at San Jorge, Quito, for the second half 

of the tour, you’ll need to pack anough for 1 week (or plan to do some 

washing at Sacha Lodge).
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OTHER ITEMS
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Raincoat & Rain pants
Lightweight Gore-Tex would be best for our stay in the Hummingbird and Amazon rainforest. Your raincoat will also double up as a wind-

breaker on some of the boat trips in the Galapagos. 

Sturdy, comfortable, closed in walking shoes 
Ideally waterproof hiking boots or shoes when walking in the rainforest and a pair of rugged sandals or thongs. Also bring some thongs, sandals 

or slippers to wear in the lodges and on the boat, when sturdy shoes are taken off.

Head torch 
A quality head torch is recommended for lighting subjects during the night walk in the Amazon! We use and recommend ‘Led Lenser’ brand, 

ideally their USB rechargeable head torch the ‘SEO 5R’ or‘SEO 7R’ available from GearSupply.com.au for 10% off if you use our discount code 

of ‘GSCHRISB10’), 

Sunscreen (water resistant!) 

Insect Repellent 
We like to use the spray on, or roll on, Deet as this seems to bemost effective.We recommend that you talk to your pharmacist if you’re 

interested in more natural based repellents.  

Sunglasses (polarised will be best) and a hat

Lip moisturiser with Sunscreen e.g. Blistex   

Personal medication (if applicable)

Re-usable Water bottle 
See section on drinking water on page 10.

Swimmers, mask, snorkel, flippers & wetsuit/spring-suit/rash shirts (optional!). 
If you have snorkelling gear and can fit it in your luggage you might want to bring it with you, but the ship has a good supply of gear on board 

(masks, snorkels and fins) for use free of charge. If you’d prefer to save some space in your luggage you can also hire a wetsuit for $30USD 

(cash) while on board the ship. If you don’t wear a wetsuit we strongly recommend that you bring a long sleeve rash shirt and maybe even some 

board shorts to protect you from the sun! 

Laptop 
(ideally with Adobe Photoshop Lightroom Classic installed), or at least some way of viewing your photos like an iPad etc.

A backup hard drive 
(or some way to ensure you always have 2 copies of your photos),

Power board 
(with in-built surge protector) for charging.

Proof of Travel & Health Insurance
Note: Entry into the Galapagos Islands prohibits the importation of fresh fruit, plants or seeds, so keep this in mind when packing.

Tripod (optional only!)
A tripod is not essential on this tour. The only time you’d possibly use it is when photographing hummingbirds at a feeder to stop your arms 

getting tired when holding a heavy lens. If you’ve got light gear, or prefer to hand hold your camera for manouverability, there is no need to 

pack a tripod. Up to you!

Shampoo and Conditioner
For use at San Jorge lodges (Quito, Tandayapa and Milpe). Galapagos Odyssey and Sacha Lodge provide shampoo and conditioner.
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WHY BOOK A CBP TOUR

We offer the highest quality, small-group, unique operations focused on providing the access and luxuries 

the others don’t - such as exclusive charter of ships, planes & helicopters (doors-off for better photography) 

along with off-road & special access permits to get you closer - so we can give you what we know you want. For 

example, while other operators might book you a spot on a busy, regular scenic cruise, we’d privately charter 

the whole boat, relaxing the pace, giving you plenty of space and modifying the route for the best photogenic 

locations and timings. We delight in welcoming you to beautiful accommodation and providing fantastic food and 

other luxuries to ensure the tour is as much a wonderful holiday as it is a photographic experience.

Australia’s largest and most-loved photo tour operator for a reason
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Always putting you and your photos first!
There to help out with any issues or check your images and suggest ways you could improve

Unlike some, we’re fully accredited and 

insured, obtain all the proper permits, 

respect and give back to the communities 

and environment, and employ industry 

best-practices such as holding your 

payments in a trust-fund, and have been 

awarded the tick from the Accredited 

Tourism Business Australia (Australian 

national symbol of tourism quality).  We 

don’t waste your time with ‘rest-days’ or 

surprise you with hidden costs.

Amazing
“Amazing! Our friendly photographer guides were so generous with their knowledge- and so 

patient with my lack of it! I’m already looking forward to my next tour” - L. Sim 

Best two weeks of my life
“The best two weeks of my life, truly remarkable!

Wonderfully organised, good group size, perfectly chosen locations and learning along the 

way.” - P. Buckley

ChrisBrayPhotography.com/tours/

Perhaps one of the key differences our guests keep saying is how we - unlike so many other operators - always put YOU and YOUR photos first, always 

there to help out with any issues or check your images and suggest ways you could improve - never getting in your way or even taking any photos 

ourselves unless every single guest is content. Our friendly pro photography guides are all young, energetic and up-to-date and are a pleasure to be 

around. Our goal is to help YOU have the best experience possible, improving YOUR photography, and helping YOU take the best photos!

If you’re still not convinced, then ask anyone who’s come away with us - our repeat guest rate speaks for itself: We’ve had entire tours sell-out solely 

with repeat guests, and if you’d like, we can put you in touch with a guest who’s already been on the tour your considering to ask their opinion.
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HOW TO BOOK
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You are required to pay a non-refundable deposit of $1,000 USD per person, per trip, for your booking to be confirmed. If your booking is made after 

the due date for additional payment instalments, then the deposit, and all overdue instalments are required to confirm your booking.

If CBP accepts your booking, and once your deposit has been received, CBP will issue a booking confirmation invoice. A contract will then exist

between CBP from the date of the booking confirmation invoice. Following the initial non -refundable deposit, the following payments will be due: 

First payment of 50% of tour price is due 12 months before the departure date and the final payment (the balance) is due 6 months before departure 

date. Once made, both of these payments become non-refundable and non-transferable to other CBP offerings.

If any of these payments are not paid on or before their due date, CBP reserves the right to treat your booking as cancelled. 

If we don’t reach minimum numbers, we reserve the right to cancel the trip and refund all payments you make to us.

CBP Voyager Club Gold members receive 10% off loyalty bonus, Silver 5%.

Details of our cancellation policy etc are in our Booking Terms and Conditions document.

Payment Details

Questions? Please don’t hesitate to ask!
If you have any questions that are not answered in this document, please just ask tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com and we’ll let you know, and we’ll 

also then add that piece of information into this document for others in the future!

Thanks very much - we look forward to sharing our photo tour with you!

The CBP Team

ChrisBrayPhotography.com 

tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com 
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Information current as of October 2018 - Tour details subject to change - 
booking terms and conditions apply - for details visit ChrisBrayPhotography.com.


