
C H R I S  B R A Y  P H O T O G R A P H Y

ICELAND
GREENLAND



Two mind-blowing destinations in one! This 
ultimate small-group tour accesses the best 
of Iceland’s spectacular landscapes, waterfalls, 
glaciers, craters, nesting puffins and more - 
away from the crowds - with roomy 4WDs, quiet 
guesthouses and a mind-blowing, 2hr doors-
off helicopter charter to photograph it all from 
the air! Enjoy exploring in a traditional, colourful 
Greenlandic village filled with sled dogs; and boat 
trips around immense fields of icebergs lit by the 
midnight-sun while looking for whales and seals. 
With 2 pro photographer guides helping just 8 
lucky guests take the best possible photos, this 
amazing trip is going to sell out fast, so book in 
ASAP!
 

Please check the website for up to date
information on price, hosts, dates and
inclusions.

Highlights
• Incredible 2 hour, doors-off helicopter photography tour over 

Iceland’s spectacularly diverse and colourful landscapes, craters 
and glaciers!

• Chartered helicopter flight to fly over then land next to a glacier in 
Greenland.

• Midnight cruise to photograph huge, impossibly sculpted icebergs 
glowing in the midnight-sun!

• Photographing puffins returning to their nests with beaks full of fish 
in Iceland.

• Staying in a luxury eco-lodge in the remote Ilimanaq village in 
Greenland.

• Accessing the best landscapes in Iceland from two roomy 4WDs, 
photographing waterfalls, craters, glaciers, lakes, mossy areas and 
more, away from the tourist crowds.

• Spotting whales, seals and seabirds amongst the icebergs in Disko 
Bay, Greenland.

• Photographing a genuine Greenlandic sled dog team.

The Best of Iceland and Greenland
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ICELAND AND GREENLAND
TOUR

https://chrisbrayphotography.com/tours/iceland_greenland.php


Want to brush up on your photography skills before we go? 

The fastest way to get off ‘Auto’ and unlock the creative potential of your camera.

Check out our online photography course videos here.

Online photography course videos
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Our tour starts in the early evening when we meet at the Hotel Óðinsvé 

in Reykjavík. After a quick photography refresher course and briefing, we’ll 

head out for dinner, sampling some of the fine local cuisine before setting 

your camera batteries on charge, formatting memory cards and getting 

some sleep, ready for the adventure to begin tomorrow! 

ITINERARY
Day 1: Reykjavík, Iceland

Day 2: Þjórsárdalur Valley

Day 3: Landmannalaugar

After a hearty breakfast at the hotel, we’ll depart for the steaming 

geothermal area just outside Reykjavík in our 2 exclusive, modified 4WD 

vehicles. From there we’ll drive to the south of Iceland and head for the 

Þjórsárdalur Valley. This is an amazing landscape full of stark contrasts 

- flourishing birch woods, black sandy lava fields, rivers, lush vegetation, 

numerous springs, bizarre rock formations and home to Iceland’s second 

tallest waterfall ‘Háifoss’ – one of our favourite waterfalls in the world 

and delightfully hidden from most tourists! Tonight we stay in the Hotel 

Highlander.

Today we’ll be driving to Landmannalaugar – boasting the most colourful 

mountains in Iceland. Being a volcanic hot-spot, the landscape varies from 

black lava flows with red and green mountains, to orange sandy deserts 

and vibrant green lake-filled valleys. From here we can walk slowly (3hr 

return walk) to the base of the sulphur mountain – Brennisteinsalda. The 

name in English means: sulphur wave. This multi-coloured, 855m tall 

formation is a mixture of green mosses, red iron from the earth and black/

blue from the lava flows. This volcanic mountain is still visibly active, and 

we’ll see hot sulphur springs and vapour venting from its sides! In the late 

afternoon we’ll make our way to our ‘home-away-from-home’ for the next 

2 nights, the family owned and run Hrifunes Guesthouse.

It doesn’t get any better than this! Today we’ve chartered a helicopter to 

come all the way from Reykjavík and land beside our Hrifunes Guesthouse 

to commence a series of 2hr doors-off helicopter flights to photograph 

the many spectacular colours, patterns, mountains, glaciers, craters, river 

deltas and waterfalls in the highlands of Iceland! Aerial photography is 

an absolute treat in Iceland and we’ve organised the best possible route 

with Volcano Heli! We’ll take the doors off this R44 helicopter so we 

can have 3 photography guests shooting at the same time, each at an 

open door for 2hrs. Depending on the weather, we’ll fly over the painted 

mountains of Landmannalaugar, the azure lakes and green moss of 

Veidivötn and Langisjör, the crater rim of Lakki and even one of Iceland’s 

icecaps! While the others are up photographing and you’re waiting, our 

expert photography guides will sit down with you for a private one-on-one 

photography session where they’ll go through some of your photos to 

identify areas you can improve on and provide feedback etc. 

After checking out, we’ll drive east to the ice-filled Fjallsarlon Lagoon 

before visiting the even better Glacier Lagoon. Dozens of arctic terns 

will be diving for fish around the blue icebergs of all shapes and sizes 

moving and jostling towards the river mouth, some washing up on the 

beach beside us. These blue icebergs can almost appear to glow against 

the black sand, and we’ll have an amazing time here with longer shutter 

speeds etc., - a photographer’s paradise. But wait - there’s more! The 

highlight for the day will be travelling out to Ingólfshöfdi Cape - an isolated 

headland on the East coast, fronting the Atlantic Ocean. Here, thousands 

of seabirds, especially Atlantic Puffins, Guillemots & Great Skuas all come 

to nest! The only way out to this nature reserve across the tidal black sand 

flats is to enlist the help of the local farmer (doubling as a guide) who’ll 

take us on his hay cart behind his tractor! Awesome! After managing the 

short but steep, sandy 100m track onto the cliff top, we’ll arrive at the 

best vantage point to photograph the 100s if not 1000s of puffins that 

nest here on the various edges of the headland! Over half of the world’s 

population of Atlantic Puffins breed in Iceland, somewhere between 3 

– 4 million pairs each year! Here we can get amazingly close to these 

charismatic birds (often only 3 or 4 feet away!), and at this time of year 

the puffins should be fishing out at sea, returning to their nests with their 

beaks brim-full with fish. It’ll be an absolutely amazing experience, but 

don’t worry if you don’t nail that perfect shot tonight, because we knew 

you’d all want a second try, so we’ve organised to get you back out there 

again very early tomorrow morning. Tonight we are staying at the nearby 

Fosshotel Glacier Lagoon to minimise driving and maximise sleep! 

Day 4: Helicopter flights

Day 5: Glacier Lagoon & Puffins

CHRIS BRAY PHOTOGRAPHY | ICELAND AND GREENLAND03

https://www.thehighlandcenter.is/accommodation
https://www.thehighlandcenter.is/accommodation
http://www.hrifunesguesthouse.is/
https://www.islandshotel.is/hotels-in-iceland/fosshotel-glacier-lagoon/


We’ll be waking up early this morning for a second attempt at the bird colony bathed in early morning light at Ingolfshofdi Cape. The farmer will again take 

us out on his tractor and we’ll all hopefully capture some more iconic shots of cliff-side puffins. Don’t forget to photograph the nesting Great Skuas and 

Guillemots too! This’ll certainly be one of the highlights and that’s why we have scheduled to do it twice! After visiting the cape we’ll return to our home 

away from home - the Hrifunes Guesthouse, for the next 2 nights - travelling via the Svinafell Glacier, where a short walk takes you to an amazing viewpoint 

over the glacier. This is the backdrop for many well-known TV and Hollywood movies like Game of Thrones, James Bond, Batman Returns, Jackie Chan etc.

Day 6: Puffins & Glacier

Another day in landscape photography heaven: Today we’ll be travelling the Oldufell Mountain Range following alongside the Holmes River to Fjallabak 

Nature Reserve, where we’ll photograph a huge green pyramid mountain rising dramatically from the black lava sands. We’ll be stopping along the way to 

photograph Axararfoss and other secret cascading waterfalls while also stopping to photograph the brilliant green mosses and black volcanic sand dunes 

interwoven by azure blue streams. This really is the road less-travelled and another real highlight. Tonight is the last night at our Hrifunes Guesthouse 

home.

After checking out of guesthouse, we’ll start to make our way back to Reykjavík Airport (using just the one ten seater mini van and trailer). We’ll say 

goodbye to our local driver-guide and thank him for what has been an exceptional week exploring Iceland before our afternoon departure to Greenland!

Even the flight to Greenland will leave your jaw dropping as you look outside your window as we cross Greenland’s rugged, iceberg-filled East coast and 

over onto its great Icecap, scattered with electric-blue glacial melt pools and streams. It’s one of the most amazing passenger flights we have ever been 

on. At last we’ll start our descent down into Ilulissat on the west coast in the afternoon - a classic Greenland village: Every house seemingly a different 

colour, all nestled in front of steep mountains with a huge glacier beside it pushing out an endless parade of icebergs which then bob theatrically past 

the coastline. Located 350km north of the Arctic circle, this picturesque village’s claim to fame is the UNESCO world heritage listed Ilulissat icefjord (AKA 

Jakobshavn Glacier) literally right beside the village. It’s the biggest glacier outside of Antarctica and also the most productive glacier in the northern 

hemisphere, producing the majority of Greenland’s icebergs - likely including the one which sank the Titanic. The glacier flows out at an astonishing rate 

- approx. 30 metres/day (one of the fastest in the world) producing around 20 billion tons of ice every year - it was also the feature of the recent ‘Chasing 

the Ice’ documentary. Sadly, it’s also one of the world’s fastest retreating glaciers.

Once we arrive, we’ll check into our wonderful accommodation at Hotel Arctic (the world’s most northerly 4-star hotel) where you’ll be staying in their 

well-appointed Umiaq rooms which all feature beautiful views out over the ever-shifting mosaic of icebergs in the bay. After dinner we’ll head out on our 

exclusively chartered boat for a ‘midnight-sun’ cruise in and around these beautifully sculpted icebergs, glowing in the non-stop golden evening lighting 

- all the while keeping a look out for humpback whales too! The sun will never set, so it’ll likely be 1AM by the time we get you home, but you can enjoy a 

sleep in tomorrow.

Day 7: Öldufell Mountain Range

Day 8: To Ilulissat, Greenland: Midnight Sun Iceberg Cruise
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Day 9: Ilulissat & Sled Dogs
After a late breakfast, our local guide will pick us up from the hotel and take us to some of the town’s most 

photogenic locations, like the church perched on a hill of daisies and arctic cotton blooms, overlooking 

a bay where huge chucks of Ice continually drift past. There’s also an excellent vantage point we’ll visit to 

get a view of all the colourful houses in Ilulissat. Next we’ll walk along a beautifully maintained boardwalk 

meandering through the UNESCO world heritage site, before a set of stairs take us to what we think is one 

of the most breath-taking yet accessible views of the ever changing Icefijord. After lunch we have arranged 

an exclusive photographic opportunity with a Greenlandic dog musher and his team of beautiful sled 

dogs! Ilulissat has over 2000 Greenlandic dogs (the Greenland dog is one of the oldest breeds in the world 

and it’s been proven that the first dog reached Greenland with the Saqqaq people 4000 years ago). The 

dog sled is still considered to be the safest and most secure way to travel distances around Greenland in 

the winter. After a great day of exploring Ilulissat, we’ll head back to Hotel Arctic for a delicious dinner. We’ll 

then give you time to prepare for tomorrow’s adventure to Ilimanaq!  

You’re in for another highlight today! Photographing Eqip Sermina – a calving, tidewater 

glacier – is a must in Greenland, so today we’ve arranged an exclusive boat tour. After 

breakfast at the lodge, we’ll be transported by boat along the ice-filled coast, passing 

Bredebugt, the settlement of Oqaatsut and the big fijord system called Pakitsoq where 

whales and seals often are seen. Further on we’ll pass through Ataa Stright, surrounded by 

steep mountains with birdlife and waterfalls. Our boat will then drift silently in front of the 

glacier, waiting for some ice to calve dramatically in front of us – an amazing experience. 

Seeing the glacier this way gives us unhurried and unparalleled access. You’re going to love 

it!

Day 11: Eqip Sermina Boat Cruise

Day 10: Ilulissat to Ilimanaq
Today we’re relocating to the remote town of Ilimanaq (population 54 people). This is not your usual 

transfer, though! This morning we’ll be travelling via the harbor on our private Targa. Keep an eye out 

for whales and stunning icebergs to photograph as we make our way towards Ilimanaq.

Upon arrival we’ll enjoy lunch at Ilimanaq lodge before checking into our rooms. These brand new 

Eco chalets in Ilimanaq boast incredible views over the Ilulissat Icefjord. This afternoon we’ll explore 

the settlement of Ilimanaq on a private tour. This village, with its colourful painted homes, is incredibly 

unique. The people here still live a very self-sufficient, hunter-gatherer lifestyle. You’ll find an abundance 

of fish and skin drying racks (and even more sled dogs) to photograph, which make for some amazing 

images!
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Are you ready for yet another amazing experience? This morning our chartered helicopter will arrive and land on the grassy heli pad area next to 

Ilimanaq’s small lake for our incredible scenic helicopter flight. This helicopter is huge with 14 seats and is used for tourism as well as rescue missions! 

8 of the seats on the helicopter are window seats so you’ll all get incredible views of this amazing landscape. Once we’ve boarded the helicopter, we will 

have the amazing experience of flying inland towards the Jakobshavn Glacier, looking out for Musk Ox and Arctic Hare on the way! We’ll even land next 

to the glacier, enabling us to get out of the helicopter and take photos from this amazing (and private) vantage point. 

We’ll then fly back to Ilimanaq in time for one last lunch at the amazing Eco lodge, before catching our Targa transfer back to Ilulissat. Once at Ilulissat, 

we’ll check back into Hotel Arctic for one last night. But don’t worry - it’s not over yet! A local company owns a beautiful turf hut overlooking the Ilulissat 

Icefijord and will provide an amazing farewell BBQ dinner exclusively for our group as we reminisce about all the incredible experiences we’ve shared 

and photographed together during the last two action-packed weeks. The perfect way to end.

Well, that’s all folks – after breakfast we’ll be offering airport transfers 

for those heading home from Greenland, although some of you may 

well choose to hang around for a few more days relaxing, photo-

culling or exploring further afield. Thank you all very much!

Day 12: Explore Inland, Helicopter Flight

Day 13: 
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After a full day soaking in the wonder of this amazing place, we’ll head back to the lodge in Ilimanaq, keeping our eyes out for more whales, seals and 

beautiful snow capped mountains as we weave through the ice-filled mouth of the Ilulissat icefjord. We’ll enjoy a wonderful dinner together at the lodge 

before getting some shut-eye, ready for more excitement tomorrow!



ABOUT ICELAND 
AND GREENLAND
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Iceland is a mountainous island nation in the North Atlantic Ocean, located 

between Europe and North America. With a population of 329,100, two-thirds 

of which live in Reykjavik (the capital), it is the most sparsely populated country 

in Europe. Iceland is volcanically and geologically active. The interior consists of 

a plateau characterised by sand and lava fields, mountains and glaciers, while 

many glacial rivers flow to the sea through the lowlands. Iceland is warmed 

by the Gulf Stream and has a temperate climate despite its high latitude just 

outside the Arctic Circle. 

About Iceland

Greenland is the world’s largest non-continental island and is 

located in the far northeast of North America, largely within the 

Arctic Circle. Although it’s still part of the Kingdom of Denmark, with 

a history rooted by Viking exploration, it’s largely self-governed and 

on a projection towards independence. Greenland is about the 

same size as Mexico and has the world’s lowest population density 

due to about 84% of its surface area being covered in ice. Native 

Greenlanders (Kalaallit) are Inuit descendants or nomads from 

northern Canada.   

About Greenland

Area of iceland: 103,001 km²

Average temp in July: 8oC - 13oC

Time Zone: Observes Greenwich Mean Time with no UTC/GMT offset. 

That puts it 10 hours behind AEST (Sydney).

Currency: Icelandic Krona (ISK)

Electricity: 230V frequency 50 Hz 

Weather in Iceland can be highly variable. Temperatures in July range 

between 8 - 13 degrees Celsius with cloud cover for 90% of the time 

(makes for great soft lighting for waterfalls etc!) and a 63% chance 

of rain on a typical day. In Ilulissat, Greenland, temperatures range 

between 6 - 12 degrees Celsius, with 24hr daylight (i.e. the sun never 

sets). There is cloud cover 72% of the time with a 36% chance of rain 

on average. You’ll therefore need to make sure you have clothes 

that’ll keep you warm and good quality rain gear for yourself and your 

camera equipment. As the beautiful, golden ‘evening lighting’ extends 

right up to (and beyond) midnight, some of our days in Greenland go 

very late, but we usually compensate by allowing a bit of a ‘morning’ 

sleep-in where possible.

Climate

Area of Greenland: 2.166 million km²

Average temp in July: 6oC - 12oC

Time Zone: : 2hrs offset to UTC/GMT time, putting it 12 hours behind 

AEST (Sydney).

Currency: Daish Krone (DKK)

Electricity: 230V frequency 50 Hz 
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Money and Currency 
ICELAND: Currency is the Icelandic Krona (ISK). All places will take credit 

card but if you would like to get some local currency we recommend 

you withdraw some cash from one of the many ATMs located at 

Reykjavik airport upon your arrival. 

GREENLAND: Currency is the Danish Krona (DKK) and similar to 

Iceland, all places will take your credit card, and you will likely not need 

to withdraw any local cash. However, there are ATMs available in town 

if you need.

Don’t forget to let your bank know that you will be overseas for two 

weeks. If your bank is unaware that you’re overseas they might suspend 

your credit card the first time you try to use it, making it very hard to get 

any money out at all. 

Tipping: Is not customary in Iceland or Greenland. 

Internet
There will be free Wi-Fi Internet connection in most of the places we 

visit, however because we are visiting some very remote places the 

speed might not be what you are used to at home. Please be aware 

that our remote eco-chalets at Ilimanaq Lodge we will NOT have Wi-Fi 

or phone reception. 

As far as mobile reception goes you should have service in most parts 

of Iceland that we travel to and also when in Ilulissat, Greenland. 

However, as every provider will have different network coverage you will 

need to confirm this with your service provider before departing. If you 

really need to be contactable via phone the best option is to set your 

mobile up for global roaming before you depart. To do this, you’ll simply 

need to call your mobile service provider and ask them to enable global 

roaming before you leave your home country – it can be expensive to 

make & receive calls though! To avoid substantial data roaming fees, 

it’s a good idea to turn your phone’s ‘data’ or ‘data roaming’ OFF when 

overseas.

It might also be a good idea to re-record your voicemail message before 

you go, just so that if anyone does try to contact you, they’ll know that 

you’re away having fun in the Arctic and not to keep calling you! 

Mobile phone reception

In general, crime is not a problem at all in Iceland or Greenland so 

there is little to be concerned about. In general there are no ‘rough 

areas’, so as long as you use basic common sense and etiquette you’ll 

be fine. 

Safety
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There will be electricity to recharge your cameras, laptops etc. each day. 

To make this process quicker we suggest you bring a power board that 

has a surge protector so you can charge all of your electronics at the same 

time.  Surge Protectors are a very good idea when traveling overseas. 

While we’ve not had any bad experiences in Iceland or Greenland, using 

a surge protector when charging things like a laptop will help prevent any 

electricity spikes damaging your electronics. 

ICELAND: Voltage is 230 V, frequency is 50 Hz, Power sockets type: F (C 

and E can also be used).

GREENLAND: Voltage is 230 V, frequency is 50 Hz, Power sockets type: K 

(but C, E and F can also be used).

So you can use the same power adaptor in Iceland and Greenland if you 

purchase type ‘F’. 

Smoking

Electricity and Power

While we don’t ban smoking on our tours, we generally encourage 

guests not to smoke on tour if possible. If you do choose to smoke 

while on tour, we just ask that you be mindful of your fellow tour guests 

by smoking discreetly in designated smoking areas away from the 

group, communal dining areas and accommodation rooms (particularly 

if sharing a room with someone else on the tour). Some of our past tour 

guests have actually decided to use our tour as an opportunity to cut 

back on their smoking habit or quit altogether and have seen lasting 

results upon returning home. Why not give it a shot!? We’ll be cheering 

you on from the sidelines. :)
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GETTING 
ORGANISED
Before you go
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Join the facebook group!
This group is for those who’ve been on (or are about to go on) 

a Chris Bray Photography Tour. This is a space to e-meet fellow 

travellers, ask questions of veteran travellers and generally get 

excited (or reminisce) about the trip of a lifetime! You must be 

booked in to join (or to contribute), but feel free to check it out 

and read what people have said.

Chris Bray Photography voyager club

We strongly advise you check entry requirements with your specific 

passport. Check out the info for Visas here.

ICELAND: Iceland is party to the Schengen Convention, along with a 

number of European countries, which allows Australian citizens to 

enter Iceland without a visa in some circumstances. 

GREENLAND: Greenland’s Tourist visa is not required for Australian 

citizens for stays up to 90 days. 

In any case, make sure your passport has at least six month’s validity 

from your planned date of return to Australia and a blank page. We 

suggest you confirm that visas are not required for any connections 

as well. 

Entry into Iceland and Greenland

The price does NOT include flights from your 

hometown to Reykjavik, Iceland, nor your return flight 

back home from Ilulissat, Greenland. However the 

flight from Reykjavik (Iceland) to Ilulissat (Greenland) 

is included. We have our own award winning travel 

agent who is more than happy to help you find and 

book the best flights, travel insurance, potential 

extra activities either side of tour etc. Just email us if 

you’d like us to put you in touch with them (tours@

ChrisBrayPhotography.com)

We recommend that you fly into Reykjavik at least 

one day before the tour starts as a bit of a buffer in 

case your bags don’t turn up, you have any delayed 

flights enroute and to help get over jet lag! You are 

welcome to fly out of Ilulissat on the last day of the 

tour. 

Once you have booked your flights, please 

email us a copy of your flight itinerary.  (tours@

ChrisBrayPhotography.com)

Flights
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Hotel Bookings  
If you are planning on arriving earlier or 

staying longer in Reykjavik and require a 

room at the Hotel Óðinsvé we suggest 

booking as early as possible. You will need to 

email mottaka@odinsve.is and say you are 

with the Chris Bray Photography group.

It’s not unusual for them to be booked out 

every night heading into the peak summer 

season. The same situation applies if you are 

extending your stay in Greenland at Hotel 

Arctic - we suggest to book as early as you 

can via their website.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/284882211541277/
https://www.visahq.com.au/


Chris Bray Photography will not be liable for any damage to your camera gear 

or equipment, nor your personal health or wellbeing. You MUST obtain your 

own travel insurance and we recommend that you organise this insurance 

as soon as you have paid the initial deposit on the tour. This insurance 

should cover you against any damage to your property (camera gear) and 

any financial loss due to an unexpected cancellation (see our payment 

Terms & Conditions). Once again, our travel agent is very willing and able to 

help secure you the best deal here – just let us know if you’d like us to put 

you in touch with them. Once you’ve organised your insurance, please email 

a copy of your policy through to tours@ChrisBrayphotography.com

Travel insurance

The airport transfer from Reykjavik airport to the hotel is not included. If 

you are flying into Keflavik International Airport in Reykjavik you can arrange 

a private transfer through Airport Direct. They have Economy (bus and 

short walk, cheapest at approx $30AUD), Premium (direct to hotel approx 

$70AUD) and Private (private car approx $250 AUD) options available. A 

cheaper alternative is to catch the comfortable and Wi-Fi equipped ‘Fly Bus’ 

Shuttle that’ll depart the airport in a coach and drive 45mins to the bus 

terminal in Reykjavik city where you’ll be transferred to a smaller mini bus 

and dropped off at the church (a short walk of 3 blocks to the hotel) for 2,800 

ISK ($31 AUD). Please book early to ensure a transfer is available. 

The airport transfer from Hotel Arctic to Ilulissat Airport on the last day of 

the tour in Greenland is included.

Airport transfers

Luggage restrictions
There are luggage restrictions on this tour due to the nature of the flight between Iceland & Greenland. Please limit your luggage to only one check in bag, 

one camera bag and a lap top bag/hand bag per person. This is more than sufficient for the trip.

Air Iceland
(Flight between Iceland & Greenland)

Please visit the Air Iceland website for more detailed 

information regarding carry-on and checked-in baggage 

allowances. 

Hand Luggage: If you are travelling on economy class, 

you may take 1 item of cabin baggage, provided that 

the total weight does not exceed 6 kg or the maximum 

dimensions of 55 x 40 x 23 cm. In addition to your cabin 

baggage you are also allowed a small handbag or note-

book. While these are the standard guidelines, please 

don’t worry too much if your carry on bag weighs a bit 

more than this! 

Baggage Allowance:  20kg luggage allowance.
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We will create a personal online profile for you in our Voyager Club online portal. 

This login will make it easy for you to sign in, upload your details and confirm the 

T&Cs for the tour. To login, just head to the website below and use your unique login 

username and password (that will be emailed out to you once you book in). Once 

you’re logged in you can update your password to something more memorable, 

making it easy to update your details anytime! :)

We’ll have a satellite phone at all times that’ll work just about everywhere in the 

world. We are also both trained in remote, wilderness first aid. We will carry an 

extensive first aid kit, although you must bring any personal medication, which 

you may likely need. If you carry ‘life saving’ medication like an EpiPen please let us 

know where you keep it at the start of the tour. 

Online profile

In case of emergency

Check passport is up to date

Sign booking terms & conditions’

Sort travel insurance

Fill in medical form

Book flights 

Send all to tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com

Join Facebook group

Read ‘International Camera Advice’ booklet, 

My Checklist Notes:

All meals are provided, however beverages must be purchased 

at your own expense. While we strive to get you the best 

quality meals, we will dine at some of the local restaurants 

too, where the standard of some of the meals is not high-end. 

We get you the best we can. We can cater for some special 

dietary requirements, including vegetarians, but it’s best to 

discuss this with us before you book, as options can be limited 

in the more remote locations. Iceland and Greenland have a 

high meat and fish diet and in Greenland especially where all 

vegetables are shipped / flown in, the vegetarian meal options 

are not as varied. If there are some food items that you just 

can’t live without for the two weeks, we recommend that you 

bring them yourself, as there is every possibility that these 

items won’t be available or easy to get.  

DRINK PRICES: 

ICELAND: Expect to spend around ISK 900 ($10 AUD) on a 

pint of beer or glass of wine, ISK 500 ($5.5 AUD) for a coffee or 

espresso drink, ISK 300 ($3.5 AUD) soft drink.

GREENLAND: Expect to spend around DKK 75 ($15 AUD) on a 

pint of beer or glass of wine, DDK 40 ($8 AUD) for a coffee or 

espresso drink, DDK 35 ($7 AUD) for soft drink & DDK 25 ($5 

for a cup of tea at Ilimanaq Lodge). In Greenland (and some 

places in Iceland) you will be served powdered ‘creamer’ with 

your tea and coffee (not milk.) 

Drinking Water: It is safe to drink tap water in both Iceland 

and Greenland – indeed it’s some of the purest tap water 

in the world.

Showers in Iceland: In the city of Reykjavik, hot water is 

sourced from local geothermal vents and can sometimes 

have a subtle sulphurous smell – but you’ll get used to it, 

and it’s still safe to drink!

Food and Drink

Water
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Accommodation arrangements vary for each location, however it is all twin-share. So if you’re booking on your own then expect to share a room with 

someone else. If you’re booking as a couple then we can organise a double bed, rather than two singles - just let us know. For solo travellers we can’t 

guarantee that we’ll always be able to have you sharing with someone of the same sex - it depends on the gender split, but we do our best. You can request 

a single supplement (a room to yourself) - just email us and we’ll let you know the extra cost. Keep in mind though that a) you’re only usually in your rooms 

to sleep as we fill your waking hours with plenty to do, and b) the couple of times we have had clients get rooms for themselves, they end up regretting it 

when they see the amazing friendships that form between other roomies.

We’re always trying to secure you the highest standard in accommodation, however, getting to a couple of the most amazing photography destinations in 

Iceland requires that we travel to some rather remote locations with sometimes very limited accommodation options (ie, just one 2-3 star guesthouse). 

Where it has been possible, we’ve always found you the most amazing accommodation available. In Greenland we’re spending 3 nights at the most 

northerly 4-star hotel in the world, then at amazing luxury eco-chalets. However, in just two of our more remote locations, we are limited to what is 

available. All accommodation will of course be clean and comfortable, but we ask that you keep things in perspective and realise why we are there for those 

two nights in sub-optimal accommodation. We’ll survive. =)

Accommodation arrangements

The exact order of the itinerary may be shuffled around and tweaked due to weather etc., but you can be rest assured that we’ll be working flat-out to 

get you to all the best places, for the best photos possible. 

Itinerary information
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Most of this tour is physically quite easy – mostly driving up to locations 

which then involve only a small walk, with a few notable, optional exceptions:

Puffin Cliffs, Iceland: We’ve driven almost all the way to the Puffin Cliffs, 

except for a final 150m walk up a steep soft sand dune to get to the top 

plateau (after that it’s flat), and the guide will provide hiking poles if needed. 

Don’t worry though, you can take your time and we’ll wait for everyone at 

the top before continuing along the rim to view the puffins.

Landmannalaugar, Iceland: To reach the most photogenic locations in this 

spectacular national park you need to walk along a well-used trail, with your 

camera, for about 3 hours (return) at slow pace with plenty of photographic 

stops on route (it  would otherwise only be an hour or so), and much of it is 

quite flat, save an initial unavoidable slope, and some other optional ones. 

If you don’t think this is possible for you, don’t worry, as there are plenty 

of other photographic opportunities close by that can entertain you while 

others walk. You’re also welcome to walk as far as you’re comfortable with, 

then either wait around or start to head back on your own - no pressure.

Also, in Iceland we hire two off road 4WD vehicles with high ground 

clearance, and getting in and out of these vehicles involves a high step up 

and down. It’s certainly manageable, but please be careful when stepping 

down and make sure you hold onto the handles provided.

In Greenland, you’ll need to be confident getting on and off the various 

charter boats that we use, and this can sometimes involve big steps to get 

from the boat to the wharf. However, there are numerous guides on hand 

to assist if needed and we are happy to help.

When we visit Ilimanaq in Greenland, you’ll need to be capable of carrying 

both your own camera bag and your small overnight duffle bag off the boat 

from the wharf and up an incline to our accommodation (about 300m). 

Please email us if you have any questions or concerns about fitness for this 

trip we can provide photographs and additional information about these 

more challenging sections.  

Fitness level and physical ability

Sea sickness
There are a few different boat trips that we do in Disko Bay (Ilulissat, 

Greenland), but if you are prone to seasickness don’t stress out 

- this is a very protected and sheltered area! However it is good 

to remember to pack some anti-sea-sickness tablets (or ginger, 

pressure bands or whatever it is that you find works for you) just 

in case. 
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WHAT TO PACK
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Considering we’ll be traveling around with our bags in the vehicles from 

time to time between guesthouses in Iceland, it’s always best to bring 

your non-camera gear (clothes etc.) in a soft bag such as a duffle-bag 

or backpack with wheels – please don’t bring a rigid suitcase, as they 

are awkward to stash away. We use and recommend Osprey wheeled 

travel luggage bags that you can purchase in store or online at Paddy 

Pallin, Australia. We only have limited space in the back of our tour 

vehicles for luggage so we ask that you bring ONLY ONE CHECK-IN BAG 

per person. Please ensure your bag is clearly labelled with your name, just 

to ensure it turns up at the right room when we unpack the vehicles. The 

more bags you bring the harder it is to keep track of them all when we are 

travelling from A to B. 

Remember to check the airline luggage restrictions (above).

Overnight bag

In Greenland we visit a remote, luxury lodge - Ilimanaq. Visiting this lodge 

involves a short walk up hill from the wharf, and you will be required to 

carry your camera bag and a small bag or backpack. As this walk is too 

difficult to do with your entire luggage (and lets face it, it’s only two nights 

and you don’t need everything) you will need to pack what you need for 

those two nights into an easy to carry, light-weight, duffle bag (or similar).

We normally just take our PJs, a spare pair of safari pants & shirt, camera 

chargers, toiletries (including sunscreen, insect repellent, and a bug head-

net), medications, and our computer. We also bring our camera bag which 

always has our wet weather gear; hat, beanie and gloves in it and we are 

normally wearing our warm jackets anyway! It’s only two nights that you’ll 

be away from the rest of your luggage, which will be safely stored at the 

Hotel Arctic to which we return for a final night.

Tip: This overnight bag can also be used in Iceland as a day pack to store  

your clothing layers such as hats, beanies, raincoat and rain pants, gloves 

etc, making them easily accessible while your larger bag remains at the 

lodge or in the trailer.

You will need some comfortable, lightweight ‘Tour clothes’ to allow for 

ease of mobility (to get down low for interesting shots, to climb in and out 

of boats, cars etc). Pockets are useful for things like lens-caps, lens-cloths 

etc. Long-sleeves (and full-length pants) will help keep the sun (& mozzies) 

off and are a great idea. You’ll find that your main clothes will be a couple 

of lightweight, loose pairs of full-length tour pants and similarly tops and, 

depending on the weather, thermals & jackets.

We recommend and wear Icebreaker clothing - not only do they have 

great a layering systems, a variety of fashionable designs and colours 

and don’t tend to smell after prolonged use. You can buy direct from 

Icebreaker or from Paddy Pallin. 

Don’t forget to bring a warm fleece, a really warm jacket, thermals, gloves, 

beanies, scarfs, woollen socks and good wet weather gear like a good 

quality raincoat and rain pants too. Just remember we’re here to see 

things, not be seen! Think long and hard about what gear to take, as you 

don’t want to be lugging too much stuff around! 

For shoes we recommend comfortable, waterproof hiking shoes, a wide 

range is available from Paddy Pallin who have knowledgable staff who 

are happy to help.  

  

And last but not least, don’t forget a hat! Make sure it’s a wide-brimmed 

hat – and ideally without too stiff a brim (and certainly not a peaked 

baseball cap) as these stiff brims get in the way when you try and hold 

your camera up to your face. A draw-cord on your hat is not a bad idea 

too, as it can get a bit windy on the boats!

What kind of bags do I bring?

Washing

Clothing

Don’t worry you wont have to bring 14 shirts and 14 pairs of undies!!! 

There are facilities for your washing to be done at the Hrifunes 

Guesthouse (Iceland, 4nights). There is also a laundry service at Hotel 

Arctic (Greenland, 3 nights) – both of these services are an additional cost.  
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ICELAND:  

Many tourists, including other Europeans, often view Icelanders as gruff and 

unapproachable. This is generally just a first impression and most people are 

friendly and helpful.

It is customary to take one’s shoes off when entering private homes and 

some of the guesthouses and hotels that we stay in. In cases where the host 

does not mind, they will say so. Some of our previous guests have brought 

house slippers with them to wear inside; we tend to just wear our socks. 

Iceland is one of only a few countries with an active whaling industry. If you 

choose to assert an anti-whaling position expect some Icelanders to have 

strong pro-whaling opinions and be well prepared to argue the issue.

GREENLAND: 

The word “Eskimo” is considered pejorative by many Arctic peoples, 

especially in Canada. While you may hear the word used by Greenland 

natives, foreigners should avoid its use. Use the correct term “Inuit” and 

when specifically referring to people in Greenland, Kalaaleq, “a Greenlander.”

Hunting is a big part of the Greenlandic culture – they still actively hunt 

whales, seals, polar bear and muskox (as do parts of Canada and Alaska) and 

remain largely dependent on hunting for their subsistence lifestyle.

Traditional custom and respect

Notes:
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Code of conduct
The aim of the tour is to have a really enjoyable time learning and 

practising photography with like-minded people, shooting some 

of the most amazing subjects in the world and lapping up a few of 

life’s little luxuries. An aim of CBP is also to appreciate the natural 

world in a sustainable manner, so future generations can continue 

to experience its beauty. Please help us ensure everyone has a 

great time by cooperating with us in the following.

Please don’t handle, feed or harass the wildlife. When viewing the 

wildlife please keep noise down to a minimum. Don’t surround, 

chase or approach the animals too closely. Excitedly jumping 

around and shouting at how amazing it is will only cause the 

animals to disappear, much to the annoyance of your fellow 

travellers! We are here to photograph the animals, not stress 

them out.

Be considerate of the other group members at all times. Share 

the best vantage points. There will be plenty of time for everyone.

Look after the wildlife

Look after your fellow photographers

- A good quality raincoat and rain pants – We really recommend that you bring both (yes, the pants too, they are also great wind-protection and stop 

you getting wet when kneeling down for low shots, even if it’s not raining, and it probably will!). We use and recommend Gore-Tex and it’s great if your 

rain pants and raincoat have waterproof zips for added protection. Paddy Pallin have a great range for both men and women.

- Rain cover for your camera and lens

- A good pair of waterproof (Gore-Tex) hiking boots or shoes.

- Sunscreen, mozzie repellent, a bug head-net, lip moisturiser with sunscreen i.e. Blistex, Sunglasses (polarized are best), an eye shade/mask (to 

help you sleep during the midnight sun – you’ll probably be given one on your flight though!) and ear plugs (if you are sharing a room!). 

- Personal medication & toiletries (shampoo, toothpaste, etc.).

- Reusable water bottle. We’d recommend either one from Nalgene or Camelbak. We particularly like the “Eddy” by Camelbak. 

- Tripods are a MUST for this trip, see our International Camera Info document for some recommendations

- Neutral Density and Polarising filters for your wide-angle and standard lenses are very helpful too. We use and recommend screw-on type ND 

filters. For Iceland and Greenland we’d recommend 3 stop and 6 stop filters because of the almost constant cloud cover. We personally wouldn’t 

recommend using the square ‘filter-systems’ that require filter-holders etc., as these can be very fiddly, time-consuming to set-up and easily get 

covered in fingerprints! If you already have this and are competent using them then great, but if not, go for the screw-on ND and polarising filters. 

- An absorbent travel towel is also a great accessory to have to quickly give your camera a wipe down after any rain. Sea to Summit have many 

different travel towels in different sizes and colours

- We also recommend the Pluto Trigger Trap if you’d like to do time lapse images 

Other items to pack

CHRIS BRAY PHOTOGRAPHY | ICELAND AND GREENLAND 20

- You can read more about what camera equipment we recommend 

bringing on our International Camera Information document but we 

highly recommend a good wide, standard and telephoto zoom lens and 

any other speciality lens (i.e macro) that you might want as well. We have 

found a 24-105mm / 24-70mm (or equivalent) lens is very handy on this 

tour and well worth investing in, as well as a 100-400mm (or equivalent). 

Please feel free to email tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com to discuss this 

in more detail if you would like, or check out the Voyager Facebook group.

- Light-weight & easy to carry duffle bag (or similar). We recommend 

the Sea to Summit Ultra Sil Duffel or the Atka duffel bag – medium, 

and if you purchase from gearsupply.com.au make sure to use the 

promotional code GSCHRISB10  for 10% off! 

- Lap top or some way to view your photos. 

Look after the environment 

“Take only photographs, leave only footprints.” Where possible 

please stay on the designated footpaths and walkways. Please 

recycle and dispose of litter in the appropriate bins. 

http://www.paddypallin.com.au/clothing/mens.html?clothing_style=294&limit=all
http://www.paddypallin.com.au/clothing/womens/jackets.html?clothing_style=294
http://www.paddypallin.com.au/footwear.html
https://www.paddypallin.com.au/nsearch/?q=head+net
http://www.paddypallin.com.au/equipment/hiking/hydration.html?bottle_bladder=749&brand=52
https://www.paddypallin.com.au/nsearch/?q=eddy
https://www.camerapro.com.au/tripods-supports.html
https://www.camerapro.com.au/filters/neutral-density-filters1.html#cat=hoya-neutral-density-filters,b-w-neutral-density-filters&limit=25&gan_data=true
https://www.camerapro.com.au/filters/polarising-filters1.html
https://www.paddypallin.com.au/seatosummit.html
https://plutotrigger.com/
http://www.paddypallin.com.au/sea-to-summit-ultrasil-duffle.html
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WHY BOOK A CBP TOUR

We’re Australia’s largest and most-loved photo tour operator for a reason. We offer the highest quality, small-

group, unique operations focused on providing the access and luxuries the others don’t - such as exclusive 

charter of ships, planes & helicopters (doors-off for better photography) along with off-road & special access 

permits to get you closer - so we can give you what we know you want. For example, while other operators 

might book you a spot on a busy, regular scenic cruise, we’d privately charter the whole boat, relaxing the pace, 

giving you plenty of space and modifying the route for the best photogenic locations and timings. We delight in 

welcoming you to beautiful accommodation and providing fantastic food and other luxuries to ensure the tour is 

as much a wonderful holiday as it is a photographic experience. 

Australia’s largest and most-loved photo tour operator for a reason
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Always putting you and your photos first!
There to help out with any issues or check your images and suggest ways you could improve

Unlike most, we’re fully accredited and 

insured, obtain all the proper permits, 

respect and give back to the communities 

and environment, and employ industry 

best-practises such as holding your 

payments in a trust-fund, and have been 

awarded the tick from the Accredited 

Tourism Business Australia (Australian 

national symbol of tourism quality). 

I’d go back tomorrow. 
“The Iceland/Greenland tour? Sublime. Brilliantly organised - I’d go back tomorrow. 

Our guides? True professionals. Always there with a smile on their faces, helping you to get 

that special shot.” Jane. G 

Excellent teaching
“I came on the Iceland/Greenland tour due to my interest in Viking/Nordic history, but with no 

camera or interest in photography. I left with the enthusiasm and ability to take competent 

photos due to our guides excellent teaching of photographic basics.”  Peter G 

Check out all of our tours on our website!

Perhaps one of the key differences our guests keep saying is how we - unlike so many other operators - always put YOU and YOUR photos first, always 

there to help out with any issues or check your images and suggest ways you could improve - never getting in your way or even taking any photos 

ourselves unless every single guest is content. Our friendly pro photography guides are all young, energetic and up-to-date (unlike some old has-

beens out there!) and are a pleasure to be around. Our goal is to help YOU have the best experience possible, improving YOUR photography, and 

helping YOU take the best photos! 

If you’re still not convinced, then ask anyone who’s come away with us - our repeat guest rate speaks for itself: We’ve had entire tours sell-out solely 

with repeat guests.
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HOW TO BOOK
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You are required to pay a non-refundable deposit of  €1,000 EUR per person, per trip, for your booking to be confirmed. If your booking is made after 

the due date for additional payment instalments, then the deposit, and all overdue instalments are required to confirm your booking.

If CBP accepts your booking, and once your deposit has been received, CBP will issue a booking confirmation invoice. A contract will then exist

between CBP from the date of the booking confirmation invoice. Following the initial non -refundable deposit, the following payments will be due: 

First payment of 50% of tour price is due 12 months before the departure date and the final payment (the balance) is due 6 months before departure 

date. Once made, both of these payments become non-refundable and non-transferable to other CBP offerings.

If any of these payments are not paid on or before their due date, CBP reserves the right to treat your booking as cancelled. 

If we don’t reach minimum numbers, we reserve the right to cancel the trip and refund all payments you make to us.

CBP Voyager Club Gold members receive 10% off loyalty bonus, Silver 5%.

Details of our cancellation policy etc are in our Booking Terms and Conditions document.

Payment Details

Questions? Please don’t hesitate to ask!
Please, if you have any questions that are not yet covered in this document, please just ask us at tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com and we’ll let you 

know, and then add the info to this document for others!

Thanks very much - we look forward to sharing our photo tour with you!

The CBP Team

www.ChrisBrayPhotography.com

tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com
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Information current as of Nov 2019 - Tour details subject to change - 
booking terms and conditions apply - for details visit ChrisBrayPhotography.com


